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A Message from Fr. Dennis Aréchiga

May we not overlook the importance of
giving thanks to God.

“As he was entering a village, ten persons with leprosy met him.
They stood at a distance from him and raised their voices, saying,
“Jesus, Master! Have pity on us!” And when he saw them,
he said, “Go show yourselves to the priests.”

As they were going they were cleansed.

And one of themn, realizing he had been healed, returned,
glorifying God in a loud voice; and he fell at the feet of Jesus
and thanked him. He was a Samaritan.”

This passage, taken from the Gospel of Luke 17:11-19 and the Mass offered on Thanksgiving, reminds
us that although 10 lepers were cleansed, only one, a non-Jew and a Samaritan foreigner at that, returned to
the Lord to offer thanks. The lepers who were healed received such a powerful gift — not only having their
health restored but being able to rejoin society, find gainful employment and reintegrate themselves into
society. That not all or most of them came back to offer thanks seems shocking to our sensibilities.

We have so much to be grateful for: the gift of our life, our faith, of living in a country in which we can
enjoy the fruits of liberty and peace, especially when the world around us is in such turmoil and conflict.
Thanksgiving is a time to pause, to reflect upon and count our many blessings. This gospel passage warns
us to not be like those who are too busy to take the time to offer thanks to the one who makes all of our
blessings possible, God, our maker.

I know that I am grateful for the gift of my family; you, my church family, and for the way God seems to
provide even when energy levels are low and time seems in short supply; somehow, it all works out! No-
vember is also a time in which we celebrate the great feasts of All Saints and All Souls Day: It is a time when
we remember the loved ones who have gone before us, marked with the sign of faith. We too are grateful
for their love and sacrifices, their kindness and guidance, that still impact us today. May we never forget
them; may we be grateful for the imprint they have left on our hearts.

I pray you have a blessed Thanksgiving; I also give thanks for your presence as a faithful parishioner of St.
Marlis Parish, and I leave you with a passage from the First Reading for the Thanksgiving Day Mass from
Sirach 50:22-24:

“Bless the God of all,
who has done wondrous things on earth;
who fosters people’s growth from their mother’s womb,
and fashions them according to his will!
May he grant you joy of heart and
may peace abide among you.”

Father Dennis

Little Saints!

In the month of October our Faith Formation program learned
about many Saints.

Each child chose a Saint to dress up as for one of their classes!

Pictured:
The 3rd grade faith formation class during the 11:30 session.
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A Musical Treat

By Mary Anne Votion ment. Father Dennis Aréchiga, pas-
tor of St. Mark; is an alumnus of their
Last month the Music Ministry music department, also.
department hosted the Notre Dame Each year the club decides on a
Glee Club for dinner and evening tour during the University of Notre
performance October 16.Ithad sig-  Dame fall break. This year they
nificant relevance because Director ~ performed in Houston, San Antonio,
of Music, Josh Frilling, is an alumnus  Austin, Fort Worth, Wichita, and
of the Club and the music depart- Oklahoma City. The director, Daniel
Stowe, reached out to Josh Frilling
to secure a performance at St. Mark
the Evangelist Catholic Church. At-
tendance was spectacular, providing
a mix of parishioner, alumnus, host
families and college students.

Mary Anne Votion is the Director of
Development.

By Sarah Tarrillion

In the month of October St. Mark
and St. Marks Catholic Preschool
co-hosted our annual Family Night
event. Wonderful food, games, activ-
ies, and entertainment were enjoyed
by all who came.

Our Pastor, Fr. Dennis, expressed
the heart of this event very well in
saying, “This event allows us to get to
know one another better and enrich
our community life at St. Marks”

Thank you to all who helped bring
this event to life and made it a great
success for our St. Mark Family of
Families!

Sarah Tarrillion is the Development
Assistant at St. Mark the Evangelist.
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ACTS is Back

By Brooke Byers

Hello, my name is Brooke Byers,
I am 23 and have been a parishioner
at St. Mark for 23 years. I consider
myself incredibly fortunate to be able
to say that my faith has been fully
formed by this spectacular parish, the
amazing people that make it feel like
home, and the wonderful opportuni-
ties it has provided me with over the
years that have grown and nourished
my relationship with Christ.

One of those aforementioned won-
derful opportunities St. Mark offers
that I hold very near and dear to my
heart is the ACTS retreat. There are a
few different types of ACTS retreats
that we offer here, each led by fellow
parishioners. Mens and Womens
retreats offered in both English and
Spanish, Men and Women in Recov-
ery, as well as Men and Women in
Prison, and a Teen ACTS retreat for
high schoolers.

I first witnessed the effects of these
powerful retreats in seeing my par-
ents faiths being changed and their
community expand as they attend-
ed - and then served on - their first
retreats when I was growing up.
Thanks to the youth program and
the adaptation of the ACTS retreat
to suit a younger demographic, I did
not have to wait too long for it to be
my turn to experience it for myself. I
attended my first Teen ACTS retreat
in 2015, served on team the following
two summers and directed in 2018. I
even came back to serve on team as
a young adult once I started college.
I don't think I could ever get sick of
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being even a small part of these trans-
formative weekends.

Although I always enjoy serving
on team for Teen ACTS, I was enter-
ing into my 205 and starting to de-
sire a deeper, more mature version
of this experience that had given me
so much. But when COVID hap-
pened, ACTS at St. Mark stopped for
a few years. I am thrilled to say that
as of this year, we are back in business
and I was able to attend the Womens
ACTS retreat in September! This ex-
perience was everything I needed.

The ACTS retreat has a truly spe-
cial way of meeting you where you
are at so you can get something out of
it, no matter what stage of life youre
in, and no matter what youre going
through. I can't imagine there are
many better ways to join a commu-
nity that is loving and accepting and
rooted in Christ while simultane-
ously strengthening your relationship
with Him.

So far this year, we have had Men's
Spanish and English ACTS retreats,
Men in recovery, Womens English,
and Teens.

If this sounds like something that
you need in your life, I strongly en-
courage you to join us for an ACTS
retreat that would suit your needs.

Brooke Byers is a young adult paris-
honer and member of the ACTS
community at St. Marks.

WELCOME TO OUR
NEw MEMBERS:

Daniel ¢ Deanna Collier
John Leos
Susan Lenn
Courtney Jendrzey
Ramiro, Diaz ¢» Eldaueri Ramirez
Still upcoming this year:
- Spanish Women's Nov. 2nd-5th
- Women in Recovery Nov. 16th-

19th
- Men in Recovery Dec. 7th-10th

Lynn ¢ Pat Keene
Martin e~ Carmen Gutierrez

Jose ¢ Ruth Martinez
Scheduled for next year:

- English Men's Mar. 21st-24th 2024 Ann Peche

".".;f_, ] Andpress ¢ Maryssa Farias

Adam e Samantha Martinez
Katie ¢ Blake Kohutek
Quinn e~ Martha Banas

Patricia Camacho
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Fall 40 Days for Life

Submitted by Sherry Brewer

Our parish again committed to
participate in the annual Fall *40
Days for Life’ campaign and had a
very successful ‘sponsored day to
pray on October 14th. Parishioners
and other friends covered the side-
walk in front of Planned Parenthood
each hour of the day praying for the
unborn.

Matt Troy, who participated,
shared a few of his encounters. He
noted one couple planning to vol-

NATIONAL ADOPTION MONTH

... is ready to go beyond the bonds of flesh and blood

in order to accept children from other families.”

- 8t. John Paul I1, Evangelium Vitae
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unteer ran into car trouble, but that
did not stop them. They caught an
Uber and arrived to pray. Matt also
encountered a woman stumblin:
upon their group and said;” I dont
know why I went this way. I think
God sent me. When I saw you all
standing outside with your signs, I
knew I had to join you. I dont have
a sign, but I will stand with you” He
shared with her they had a sign she
could use. Another woman from
Padre Pio said she went to St. Marks
for Mass the weekend before because
she was running late for Padre Pios
Mass. When she saw the sign up for
our sponsored day to pray, she felt
led to sign up from 12:00 to 1:00PM.
She arrived early, which was great
because Matt was by himself for
about 20 minutes. Others also came
to pray who did not initially sign up,
such as a few Eucharistic Ministers
from our Parish.

It was a great, successful day, and
played an impactful part in the 40
Days for Life€’ community awareness
campaign.

If you are interested in more
information on the Right to Life
Ministry, Sherry & Joseph Brewer

are now the points of contact and
can be contacted at 210-386-6790 or
sherry_brewer@icloud.com.

Sherry Brewer co-leads St. Marks
Right to Life Ministry.

. Dear God, O
~5 Please bless every child who has -
3 f been adopted. We pray for the -
y. = grace of understanding that \‘

they are loved and wanted
regardless of their past or L
present circumnstances. We prdQ-~
that they know the
» unconditional Lloue of their )
*adoptive family and feel the —1“'; 3
support and comfort of their
= _,'r:rcommunitg. Give them the grace
\ % to see their biological family
Y5 s with gratitude and —
understanding. We pray most of _:"f

all that they know how loved / *

and treasured they are by God.

> &
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“True Parental Love...

Amen.

1
B
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Interested in the Bible?

By Ann Swihart

About 15 years ago, I decided I
wanted to know more about the
Bible. Isigned up for a Bible Study
at St. Marthas In Kingwood, Texas.
They were studying Exodus and
found I was learning and making
wonderful friends. The next year
St. Martha’s took up a study of the
Gospel of John. I was hooked by
this time on Bible Study, so the next
year when I moved to San Antonio
I'signed up for Bible Study at St.
Marks. I did not know anybody at
the parish, so I was a little apprehen-
sive. About a week later, I got a call
from Marvin Borowski informing
me I was going to be in his small
group and we were going to study
the Bible Timeline by Jeft Cavins
and Ascension Press. I have been in
Bible Study ever since.

In case you have never done a
Bible Study; let me explain how it
works. You are given a study guide
that has lessons in it and questions
for you to answer. At St. Marks we
meet on Tuesdays. We have two
groups; one group meets in the
morning and one in the evening,
Both meet in The Guadalupe Room
on the West Campus. Each sessions
starts with a video about the lesson,
then we break up into small groups
and discuss our questions.

Now you know the mechanics
of Bible Study. This year we are half
way through the study of the book of
Hebrews. We will finish at the end of
October, and in January we will start
the Study of Mary; A Biblical Walk
with the Blessed Mother, by Edward
Sri. Here is a quote about the study
from page 1 of the study:

Mary: A Biblical Walk with the

Mary: A Biblical Walk with the Blessed
Motheris a Catholic Bible study that will

bring you on an extraordinary pilgrimage,

revealing Mary's unique role in God's

Kingdom and in our lives.

;i WOMEN'S GUILD
=N UPCOMING FUNDRAISERS:

TRASH &
TREASURE
. SALE

DEC.

~

15,1687

S

NOVEMBER

Blessed Mother is a powerful Bible
study that reveals Mary’s unique
role in God’ kingdom and in our
lives. You will experience the gospel
through the eyes of Mary and get a
vivid glimpse into her daily life. See-
ing her in this way will lead you to a
deeper relationship with the Blessed
Mother and her son, Jesus.

The study of Mary is divided into
8 sessions.

Session 1. Introduction

Session 2. The Annunciation
Session 3. The Visitation

Session 4. The Nativity

Session 5. The Presentation and
The Finding of Jesus in the Temple
Session 6. The Wedding at Cana
Session 7. Mary at the Cross
Session 8. Mary Crowned with
Glory

If you are interested in joining us for
this study please call me:
Ann Swihart 281-615-9598

Ann Swihart is the parish Bible Study
Coordinator at St. Marks.

ST. MARK"S KICKQFF

10 THE ARCHDIOCESAN

EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS

FRIDAY NOV. 3RD
DOORS OPEN AT 6:15PM

EVENT SET TO BEGIN AT 6:30PM

JOIN US FOR A NIGHT OF XLT ADORATION & 3
EUCHARISTIC PROCESSION AT ST. MARK THE EVANGELIST
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The Lion’s Pride

By Mary-Catherine Gomez come and go as our lives dictate. If Come see what we are about. For
you would like to learn how to quilt, = more details, call Pat Brookes @

Did you know that the St. Marks ~ please come join us. We have theba-  210-416-3933 or Wanda Hopson @
quilt group, AKA the Lions Pride sic supplies there and many helping ~ 210-844-6333.
meets on Fridays in Christopher hands to get you started. Or perhaps
Hall, room 201? Usually we start @  you are a quilter looking foragreat ~ Mary -Catherine Gomez is a member
9:30 and stay until around 1:30; we group to share your quilting knowl-  of the St. Marks Quilt Group, “The
bring a sack lunch. edge with and to have fellowship Lions Pride”

We do not punch a time clock; we ~ with women who enjoy quilting.

PLEASE NOTE:
R O e Fe SR O TR E M E N R ST E
AR EHDEe CESAN—EUEARTSTEC —COMNGRESS,

ERLE S ENNES S SCANCE L NG FHE

NOVEMBER 4, FIRST SATURDAY MASS.

ASSEMBLY 3ER - ASSEMBLY 2027 - ASSEMBLY 20ER - ASSEMBLY 2027 - ASSEMBLY MR- ASSEMBLY 2027 - ASSEMBLY DOXE - ASSEMBLY 2023 - ASSEMBLY 3023  ASSEMBELY 20213

ARCHDIOCESAN
EUCHARISTIC GENGRESS

Aschbithop Gustsvo Garcia-Siller, M Sp.S., imvites pricity, descons, mon and
wwomeni delighous, and all the people of Crod b continge the syradil parney wwards
Fuchaaistic Renewal by partacipating in the Aschdiocrsn Eucharistic Congres.
Lt e or 3 mesment of grace wheer 2 profound ocounier

e

¢ eelloctann wod velebranim of the Sacred Mysteries
of the M transdoam i 10 go out i msknary disciphes
b writrews aheszt the wving pewer of foan Chaint

Friday, November 3, 2023

In your Parish Community | Evening time

Each commanity will peepare iy esn activity 10 kit of the Euchariath;
Comngress cobebration on Friday. The ovoning mighi imsclude Hioly Hour.
a Hirusing $0 commiisiens participants, 3 Fuchariic el prayon of
interuemion ot i blevsend wnd feuitful Congeess, of & teaching Mas
Cheok with pour parih fer soore information

Saturday, November 4, 2023
Campus of 5t. Mary's University | S:200 AM-1:00 PM

Foin Hrsousamdh of e Faithifal, Familees with thair kids., Catholic sohood
Fasralty and wiaf and leador from ol over are imated. All sy welcoms

s gather in one iy b odkcbeste and iluice mcanmghul cigeriences ind
et of ercourier foseaded im the Eucharist as the summn of our Fash
Part of crpr dary will incladkc prosomtatioon. by Cardinal Tobin end Fr, Tome
abong with & memorable Mass eolebiibed by Aichbithep Gutinn,

CARDINAL [OSEFIH
W, TomN, CS5R
Kiymoti Speakr (English]

FATHER FERMANIF
TORRE, MSRS, S
Kegmote hpwwkir (paniahl o

reguirgd, CONTACT FOR INFORMATION: ASS
LEARM MORE AND
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directly to your inbox!
Sign up at http://eepurl.com/fUDC1
(short link). You.can also update your
subscriptions at any time under the
any St. Mark’s e-message.

Update Preferences link provided in

Pastor: Rev. Dennis Aréchiga

Mass Schedule

Saturday
9:30 am First Saturday Only
MC—._QQ< 5:00 pm <mQ=
8:00am,
10:00 am,(Livestreamed)
12 Noon
2:00 pm (Spanish)
Monday  5:00 pm
Tuesday  8&15am
Wednesday 8:15 am
8:15 am,
Thursday  6:00 pm (Day Chapel)
11QQ< 8:15 am
8:15am

First Saturday Mass 9:30 am

Holy Days
8:15am, 12PM & é6pm
Eve of Holy Day 6pm

Reconciliation
Saturday 3:30-5pm
Wednesday 5:00 - 5:50 pm

Adoration
Tuesday thru Thursday, 9am-
8:45pm

He said to them, “Go into the whole world and
proclaim the gospel to every creature...”

%\\R _td L er.

TO SPREAD THE GOOD NEWS )
OF JESUS CHRIST TO ALL GOD'S
PEOPLE BY WORD AND ACTION.

¥

/
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Mark 16:15 p
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